Participant Reviews of JCAM Cemetery Tours

On April 4th, I attended Temple Shir Tikva's
Cemeteries Are for the Living tour at the
Framingham/Natick Jewish Cemetery with my 4th
grade class. My students were apprehensive
about coming and about talking about the subject
of death. To be honest, I wasn't looking forward to
attending either! However, I found the field trip to be
worthwhile and interesting and even fun. What a
good idea to visit and learn about traditional Jewish
customs around death at a time when we are not
emotionally involved! The presentation followed by
the challenges for the children (with prizes!) made it
an informative and entertaining event. You held their
attention and they talked about this in our next class.
They were proud of what they had learned. Thank
you for taking on this part of the Jewish life cycle and
presenting it in a non-threatening, even positive light.
Linda Burton, Grade 4
Temple Shir Tikva
Wayland, MA

Thank you for leading such an interesting tour. We
all enjoyed it and everyone remarked that they had
learned something new. Thanks for the pictures. I’ll
be in touch soon to schedule next year’s visit.
Happy Pesach,
Pam
Temple Beth David 2010

***********************************
No Photos Permitted
Our students loved the JCAM "Cemeteries are for the
Living" tour! Lisa presented the information to them
in a way that was age-appropriate, interesting and
engaging. My students left the tour with greater
knowledge about Jewish history and a whole new
perspective on Jewish cemeteries. We'll definitely be
back next year!
Allie Klein, Youth Educator
Temple Beth Shalom, Needham
***********************************
Lisa
I wanted to thank you for taking the time to meet
with my 6th grade class from Temple Beth Shalom
last Tuesday. The presentation you gave was
interesting and informative. The students took away a
similar experience as mine, as they retained most, if
not all the information you presented during our tour.

Thank you so much! I received very positive
feedback from both teachers and parents. It was
really a great trip. We so appreciate what you have
done for our community.
Dena Glasgow
BJEP Education Director
Boston-area Jewish Education Program
On the campus of Brandeis University

Scott Goldman
Teacher, Temple Beth Shalom, Needham

Thank you for a wonderful presentation for our
students. They were certainly amazed by your
presentation and learned a lot. I think one of the best
parts of the tour is that our students were able to ask
questions and see that cemeteries are not scary places
but rather a place that tells a story of our
ancestors…a place of honor.
Thank you again and I’ll be in touch to schedule our
tour for next year.
Kimberly Lewis Bodemer
Education Director
Temple Chayai Shalom, Easton

The November 9th, 2009 Jewish War Veterans Flag
project in West Roxbury was a hugely rewarding
experience for Temple Beth Torah's Kitah Vav
class. The students took to heart the unparalleled
Jewish value of chessed shel emet, respect for the
dead. They maximized and appreciated the
opportunity to place the flags, all the while
deciphering the mysterious symbols on Jewish
headstones. The whole event meshed completely
with our Kitah Vav tikkun olam themes of repairing
the environment, and honoring the elderly and those
who have passed on. I would not hesitate to
coordinate Jewish cemetery trips through JCAM in
the future.
L'shalom,
Cantor Steve Abramowitz
Director of Education and Programs
Temple Beth Torah
Holliston, MA

Thank you for facilitating our school’s participation
in the Jewish War Vets Flag Project. This single
project accomplished three goals:
Our students learned to actively show gratitude to our
American veterans
They learned first hand of the role of Jews in the
American Armed Forces
They experienced the historical value of Jewish
cemeteries
The cemetery as an institution of Jewish communal
life was de-mystified for them.
I commend you and JCAM for the educational
programs of Hesed shel Emes that you provide the
members of our community.
Dr. Stephen R. Simons
Director of Education, Congregation Mishkan Tefila

Thanks for the great picture! It will be featured in our
temple report of Mitzvah Day. And thank you for
make our visit informative and fun. We were all very
excited by it and feel it was a very worthwhile—and
important—trip for all of us. Our Director of
Congregational Learning is already thinking of how
to include it in our TBE programs of learning next
year.
Helene Kress, Temple Beth Elohim, Wellesley

