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Yvonne Abraham

NAACP
grades
Walsh
poorly

Disagreeing no
longer enough
LYNN — So this is how the
world works now.
It’s not enough to just
disagree with somebody
who says something people
find odious. No, angry
mobs must be set upon
them, to terrify them and
destroy their lives. Espe
cially if they’re women.
Today’s chapter in this ghastly saga? The
rage that killed the coffee shop.
Last week, Kato Mele’s 23yearold daugh
ter said some things on Facebook that many
people found appalling. She wrote that the
White Rose Coffeehouse in Lynn, which her
mother owns, and where she worked, would
never host a “coffee with a cop” event, klatch
es designed to build good will between police
and the community.
“I will not be part of the false rhetoric that
cops are just misunderstood good guys,” Me
le’s daughter wrote, among other things.
“They uphold an unjust system and murder
without consequence.”
Kato Mele was working her second job as
an Uber driver when the post went up. By
the time she saw it, a few hours later, it had
begun to spread. She was angry with her
daughter, not for expressing an opinion Mele
herself finds appalling — that is her daugh
ter’s right — but for linking it to the cafe. Me
le demanded that her daughter take the post
down, which she did immediately.
Mele then wrote a letter of apology to the
Lynn Police Department, calling her daugh
ter’s comments a “reprehensible affront, dis
tasteful, biased and hateful.” She expressed
support for their work, and invited them to
the coffee shop. She fired her daughter.
The chief of police in Lynn responded
beautifully.
“This is a nonstory,” Michael Mageary
told Lynn’s Daily Item last Sunday. “This
young lady has the right to say whatever she
wants and we respect that. We will continue
to do our job every day. My sense is that most
officers will avoid the establishment, but that
is their choice.”
But by then, it was too late. A mob had de
scended within hours of the Facebook post,
whipped up by a website that specializes in
(and makes money from) marshaling drool
ing goons for mass attacks, mostly on victims
who express leftofcenter views.
They got into the cafe’s Facebook page,
leaving hundreds of bad reviews to drive its
fivestar rating down. Mele’s daughter re
ceived rape threats. On Monday, the cafe was
slammed with abusive callers, saying horrific
things: They said they hope Mele and her
daughter never work again, that her daugh
ter drowns. An especially charming bunch of
them, parroting a line from the hateful web
site that played on “coffee with a cop,” said
they wanted to have coffee with a cword.
“These are people targeting us for the stu
pid opinion of a 23yearold,” Mele said.
“We’re all dumb at 23.”
Mele was sitting in her empty cafe Thurs
day morning. In the year since it opened, the
White Rose had become a community hub —
a place for locals to come get coffee or a beer,
to see art or listen to music. She’d hosted
events to raise money for victims displaced
by a big fire; for RAW, a youth art program;
to give school supplies to kids whose parents
couldn’t afford them.
“We have done whatever we can,” she
said. “We wanted it to be a place where peo
ple could just sit and talk to anybody.”
Now Mele is shutting it all down, and with
it, her dream. After she survived cancer, she
sold her house to start the White Rose, and
despite its place in the community, this first
year had been a financial struggle, the cafe
running weektoweek. On Monday, it was
mostly deserted. Many of the people who
came in were friends, offering condolences
and dropping $10 or $20 into the tip jar. She
couldn’t survive more than a few days like
that — especially without her daughter’s
help. Worse, she no longer wants to.
“What I have here is a family business
that has no family,” she said. “Maybe I could
weather this. But this used to be a place of
joy for me, and I don’t see a way that I will
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Organization says
mayor has lots of
promises to keep
By Meghan E. Irons
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A mural on Paris Street in East Boston is part of the #ToImmigrantsWithLove campaign.

WELCOME SIGNS
A host of efforts honoring immigrants and their contributions
are gaining momentum in Boston and beyond
By Laura Crimaldi

I
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n the middle of a Jewish
cemetery in East Boston, a
chapel from 1903 is the fu
ture home of a center that
will tell Greater Boston’s
immigration story.
A liquor store in Roslindale is
the canvas for a new mural that
celebrates Russian immigrants
who established the business in
1933 and the owner of a nearby
shop who moved to the United
States from the Dominican Re
public two decades ago.
And on the 50th floor of the
Prudential Tower, an exhibition
on the history of the city’s immi
grants is in the same spot where
tourists gather to get a bird’seye
view of Boston.
During a time when the
Trump administration is restrict
ing immigration, a host of efforts
honoring immigrants and their
contributions are gaining mo
mentum in Boston and beyond.
“If ever there was a time that
we needed to tell our story, this is
it,” said Westy Egmont, a Boston
College professor who developed

An old chapel in East Boston will be renovated and turned into an
immigration welcoming center.

the “Dreams of Freedom” exhibi
tion, which has been at the Pru
dential since 2005. “It’s especially
important when we have ahistori
cal leaders who rise to high posi
tions in Washington.”
The city of Boston has recently
completed two murals celebrating
immigrants as part of a national
campaign called #ToImmi
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‘Seeing a woman in
a Mexican hat
standing on a big
wall is something
that inspires them
and also makes
them feel like they’re
at home and safe.’
VERONICA ROBLES
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INSIDE
A new chapter
The Dudley branch of the
Boston Public Library began
a $14.7m remake. B5

Crowd cheers for rowers and a ‘perfect day’
By John Hilliard
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT
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Thousands of spectators gathered on the banks of the
Charles River to see the Head of the Charles regatta.
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The Boston branch of the
NAACP will release its first re
port card this week on the ad
ministration of Mayor Martin
J. Walsh, harshly grading him
on his ability to deliver on key
campaign promises to commu
nities of color.
The nearly 200page analy
sis, provided to the Globe,
graded the mayor on his pledge
to resolve vexing barriers for
blacks and Hispanics in public
safety, education, diversity at
City Hall, and economic devel
opment.
“ While some of the out
comes are disappointing, we
hold firm to the belief that we
all want what is best for people
in this city,” said Tanisha Sulli
van, president of the local
NAACP.
She said the organization
will continue to work alongside
city and community leaders to
address racial disparities and
inequities.
The mayor received no As.
While the administration re
ceived Bs, Cs, and Ds in a num
ber of areas, it got Fs for the
lack of diversity in the Boston
Fire Department (the city’s
least diverse department); the
recruitment and retention of
teachers of color; and the city’s
inability to fully implement the
police body camera pilot initia
tive.
The document — called “Eq
uity, Opportunity, and Access
Report Card: The Walsh Ad
ministration” — pointed to low
levels of homeownership for
building wealth among blacks
and Latinos; high unemploy
ment; high levels of poverty;
and low levels of minority busi

%
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CAMBRIDGE — Bridges and banks
along the Charles River rang out with
cheers Saturday as thousands of row
ers raced down the sparkling waters
during the Head of the Charles regat
ta.
Far from last year’s dreary mix of
wind and rain, Saturday’s competition
was blessed with sun and clear blue
skies.
“They could not have picked a more
perfect day for this,” said Linda Shu,
50,who watched the regatta with
Charles Pao, 50, on the Boston Univer
sity Bridge.
Both live in the South End and
were at the race for the first time.

“It’s just nice to see people out and
enjoying the glorious day, and [to see]
the competitors having a good time
out there,” said Pao.
For the athletes in the race, the re
gatta was an opportunity to test them
selves against rowers from around the
world, said Eric Wilhelm, 39, as he got
ready to join the regatta in a oneman
boat.
“It’s a good gauge of how you’re do
ing, fitnesswise,” said Wilhelm, a me
chanical engineer from Southbridge.
“It’s a goal for a lot of people to come
here.”
This is his fifth Head of the Charles
race, he said, and it was a boost to his
confidence to have his family with him
REGATTA, Page B2
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• Easy online application
• Apply at metrocu.org
Call 877-628-5626 to speak with a Mortgage Specialist today!

Boston | Burlington | Chelsea | Framingham | Lawrence | Lynn | Melrose | Newton | Peabody | Salem | Tewksbury
*Annual Percentage Rate of 3.651% and an interest rate of 3.625% as of 10/22/17 with 20% down payment for qualified borrowers, and is subject to change without notice. 30-year fixed rate with 360 payments of $4.56 per $1,000 borrowed. Payment does not
include taxes and insurance escrows, actual payment may be greater. Minimum loan amount $424,100. Available for purchases on detached single family, owner-occupied residential loans up to $2,500,000. Other programs available for condos and 2-4 family units.
Homeowners insurance required and flood insurance where necessary. Subject to credit approval. Available for residences located in MA or southern NH. Other low rates and terms available. NMLS# 198524.
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WOO, Helen (Eng)
95, of Peabody, died peacefully at her
residence on Sunday, October 8, 2017
with her family by her side. She was
the wife of the late Walter Woo. She
was born in Boston on September17,
1922, and was raised there and later
lived in Malden, MA before moving to
Peabody 18 years ago. She had been an
admissions Manager at the Tufts New
England Medical Center in Boston for
15 years prior to her retirement. Helen
enjoyed going the Torigian Senior
Center in Peabody and also liked to
cook. She had knitted hats for the Seaman Mission in Boston for gifts during
the Holiday Season for many years. She
was an active member of the Women’s
Ministry at the Community Covenant
Church in West Peabody. She is survived by two sons, David L. and his wife
Anna Woo of Peabody and Arnold Woo
of So. Plainfield, N.J. and her late children Stephen Woo and Patricia Woo.
She also leaves her 6 grandchildren,,
Pamela and spouse William Kendrick
of Arlington, MA; Michael Woo of NC,
Kathryn and spouse Ben of Vincent,
RI, Jennifer and spouse Dean Regrut of
Arlington, MA,, Justin Woo and Spouse
Carolyn of Jersey City, NJ, and Nicole
Woo and spouse Christopher Kulawiak
of Scotch Plains, NJ; her 10 great
grandchildren, Samuel, Ian, Zachary,
Isaac, Salem, Alina, Penelope, LeeAna,
Emmanuel and Kisho; her brothers
Eugene and spouse Jody Eng of Quincy,
and biological brother Edward Huey
of Princeton, NJ, a nephew Tom Huey
of Princeton, and a niece Elizabeth
Moy and spouse Sen of Richmond,
Wash, A Funeral service will be held
on Saturday, October 28, 2017 at the
Community Covenant Church, 33 Lake
St., Peabody at 11:00 AM. With Rev.
Joel Anderle officiating. Interment
will be in Puritan Lawn Memorial Park
Peabody. Expressions of sympathy may
be made to the Torigian Senior Center,
95 Central St., Peabody, MA 01960 or to
the Women’s Ministry of Community
Coverent Church, 33 Lake St., Peabody
MA 01960 in her memory. For guestbook, please visit www.ccbfuneral.com

ZAKRZEWSKI, Branislawa
“Blanche” (Grybos)
92, of Marlborough, MA, formerly of
North Falmouth and Newton Lower
Falls, died Saturday, October 21, 2017
in Marlborough. Born in Wellesley and
raised in Newton Lower Falls, she was
the daughter of the late Anthony and
Anna (Sopala) Grybos Maksymciuk and
the wife of Chester W. Zakrzewski of
Marlborough.
A bookkeeper by profession, Blanche
had been employed at Babson Reports
and Cahill Fuel prior to raising her family. In 1987, Mr. and Mrs. Zakrzewski
retired to North Falmouth, MA. She
enjoyed a busy social life entertaining
family and friends and was an active
member of the Falmouth Woman’s
Club, the Newcomer’s Club and Capers.
She also played golf, bowled and participated in a local book club.
Besides her husband, she is survived
by her sons, Ted Zakrzewski and his
wife Barbara of W. Arlington, VT, Bob
Zakrzewski and his wife Mindy of
Framingham, MA and Jay Zakrzewski
and his wife Mary of Marlborough, MA,
her grandchildren, Kaitlyn Tilton and
her husband Steve, Lindsey Camilucci
and her husband Drew, Bill, Dan, Alex,
and Lizzie Zakrzewski, Stephanie Fair
and her husband David, Sarah Mcgaha
and her husband Dave and Nicky
Zakrzewski and her great grandsons,
Joshua Fair and Jack Camilucci.
A Funeral Mass will be celebrated
on Wednesday, October 25, at 10:00
a.m. at St. Matthias Church, 409
Hemenway St., Marlborough, MA.
Burial will follow at Woodlawn Cemetery, 148 Brook St., Wellesley, MA. Donations may be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association, 309 Waverly Oakes Rd.,
Waltham, MA 02452.
Visiting Hours: Tuesday, October,
24, from 4-7 p.m.

Slattery Funeral Home, Inc.
40 Pleasant St., Marlborough, MA
www.slatteryfuneralhome.com

Honor your
loved one’s
memory
with a photo
Ask your funeral director
for details or visit
boston.com/deathnotices
or call 617.929.1500.
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Lisa Berenson walked among the gravestones outside a chapel (below) in East Boston that will be turned into an immigrant welcoming center.

Some welcome sign for immigrants
uIMMIGRATION
Continued from Page B1

grantsWithLove.
One mural is on Paris Street
in East Boston. The other is
painted onto Atlas Liquors in
Roslindale. A third is planned
for the East Boston Greenway,
officials said.
Each mural juxtaposes im
migrants from the past with
more recent newcomers. They
also include a quote from Bos
ton Mayor Martin J. Walsh
written in several languages:
“You will always be welcome in
the city of Boston.”
Veronica Robles, an immi
grant from Mexico who is fea
tured in the Paris Street mural,
said it has made other immi
grants feel secure at a time
when some are so fearful of de
portation that they skip medi
cal appointments or keep their
children home from school.
“Seeing a woman in a Mexi
can hat standing on a big wall
is something that inspires them
and also makes them feel like
they’re at home and safe,” said
Robles, an East Boston resident
and founder of the Veronica
Robles Cultural Center.
The Mayor’s Office for Im
migrant Advancement has also
been distributing postcards for
people to write notes to immi
grants. Some include messages
l i ke , “ Co n g rat s o n t h e b i g
move!” and “My story is your
story! We’re all immigrants!”
At the Walnut Street Syna
gogue in Chelsea, members are
developing a museum and cul
tural center to honor Jewish
immigrants who established
the congregation in 1887 and
offer programming to immi
grants who are new to the area.
The museum’s first major
event is scheduled for next
month when the temple hosts
three performances by Eureka
Ensemble, a classical music
troupe that presents interac
tive, kidfriendly concerts.
The free events are being
put on with help from Chelsea
Collaborative, which runs sev
eral programs for immigrants

and refugees.
“Immigrant groups have al
ways had a difficult time in
America,” said Richard Zabot, a
member of the synagogue’s
board of directors. “These peo
ple are having an especially
hard time right now . . . It’s very
difficult to take on a new cul
ture when part of it doesn’t
want you just because you’re
foreign. Something like this in
cludes them.”
In East Boston, the Jewish
Cemetery Association of Mas
sachusetts Charitable Founda
tion is renovating a chapel
where it plans to establish an
immigration center, said Lisa
Berenson, the group’s director
of development.
“We want to make this into
sort of like Ellis Island,” she
said. “They used to come
through the Port of Boston and
now they come through Logan
Airport.”
The $2.5 million project
would include exhibition
space, classrooms, and meeting
areas where immigrants could
take English courses or get help
becoming citizens.
The foundation began rais
ing money for the project in
2006 and plans to call the reno

A detail from a mural on Paris Street in East Boston.
vated chapel the East Boston
Immigration Center, Berenson
said.
The Massachusetts Immi
grant and Refugee Advocacy
Coalition plans to use the space
for naturalization clinics and
community meetings, said Eva
Millona, the group’s executive

director.
Berenson is scheduled to
give a lecture about the project
on Wednesday at the Boston
Public Library in Copley
Square.
The chapel is in the Temple
Ohabei Shalom Cemetery, itself
a symbol of the discrimination

that Jewish immigrants faced.
Up until the city of Boston
approved using the land as a
Jewish burial ground in 1844,
Puritan laws forbade Jews from
burying their dead in Massa
chusetts, Berenson said.
“Most Jewish people fled
persecution, fled for their lives.
They came here with nothing,”
she said. “We’re a success story
in this country.”
Alex Castillo, 40, is featured
in the Roslindale mural with
Louis and Beatrice White, im
migrants from Russia who es
tablished a business which is
now Atlas Liquors.
Castillo moved to the United
States from the Dominican Re
public when he was a teenager
and now owns Digitech Elec
tronic Solutions, an electronics
repair shop, in Roslindale.
He said he hopes other im
migrants draw hope from the
mural.
“I was coming from a poor
country,” Castillo said. “To be
featured on a mural, it makes
me feel really proud.’
Laura Crimaldi can be reached
at laura.crimaldi@globe.com.
Follow her on Twitter
@lauracrimaldi.

CHESS NOTES
WEEKLY PROBLEM

By Chris Chase
Grandmaster William “Bill”
Lombardy died recently of a
heart attack. He was 79 and
long a fixture of US and New
York City chess. He had an in
delible link to Bobby Fischer,
whom he met at the home of
Jack Collins, the noted devel
oper of young New York City
area chess talent. He was Fis
cher’s second during the Fisch
erSpassky match until the
14th game, when there was a
parting of ways when Fischer
complained of Lombardy ’s
cough, fearing catching a cold,

or so he said. Fischer worked
with Czech expat Lubomir
Kavalek for the rest of the
match.
Lombardy is most famous
for winning the 1957 World Ju
nior Championship with a per
fect 110 score, and for leading
his US team to victory in the
1960 World Student Team
Championship over the much
favored Soviets, who were led
by future World Champion Bo
ris Spassky. Lombardy beat
Spassky in their individual
meeting. Based on Lombardy’s
firstboard gold medal winning
score of 11/12, he was awarded

the grandmaster title that year.
His very promising chess ca
reer came to a halt when he de
cided to become a Catholic
priest. He was ordained in
1967 and remained a priest un
t i l t h e l at e 1 9 7 0 s . He s t i l l
played sporadically nationally,
and in his later years made his
living teaching chess.
Coming events: Oct. 28, Ly
man Memorial, Boylston CC,
C a m b r i d g e , w w w. B o y l 
stonChess.org; Nov. 5, 2 nd
Spiegel Cup Qualifier, Marlbor
ough, www.MassChess.org.
Recent results: Greater Bos
ton Open (119 players), Open,

1st: Steve Winer, 3.5/4 U2100,
1st2 nd: Tim Bromley, Ian
Dudley, 3.5/4, U1900, 1st:
Donna Alarie, 4/4; WN Fall
Open (23), 1st: David Carter,
3.5/4
Answer to today’s problem:
1.Qh4! Nf6 [1...Qe8 2.Rxg8+
Kxg8 (2...Qxg8 3.Nxd7) 3.Rg1+
Kh8 4.Qg5; 1...Qxh4 2.Nf7#;
1...Rg7 2.Ng6+; 1...Rxg1+
2.Rxg1 Qxh4 (2...Qe8 3.Qg5)
3.Nf7#] 2.Ng6+ Rxg6 3.Rxg6
wins material
Chris Chase can be reached at
BostonGlobeChessNotes@gmai
l.com.

