
Boston’s Jewish Immigration Experience

Most of the 1,400 decedents resting here are children, many of whom were 
victims of common childhood diseases. This cemetery was the primary site 
for indigent Jewish immigrant burials in the mid-to-late 1800s and early 
1900s. At that time, the infant mortality rate was 10%, while today it is 0.6%.
Dr. Jonathan D. Sarna, Joseph H. & Belle R. Braun Professor of American Dr. Jonathan D. Sarna, Joseph H. & Belle R. Braun Professor of American 
Jewish History at Brandeis University, explains that this was an era before in-
oculation, and diseases such as tuberculosis, measles, mumps, flu, whooping 
cough, diphtheria, pneumonia, polio, rubella, tetanus, and scarlet fever 
could prove fatal. “Large families were sought, in part because not all chil-
dren were expected to live to adulthood. Poverty, hunger, and poor nutrition 
made immigrant families even more susceptible to disease,” Sarna said.   
Besides Malden, many of the families lived in Chelsea, Everett, Medford, 
Revere and the Boston neighborhoods of Dorchester and Mattapan.
According to Jewish Law there is no mourning period for a child who is 
under 30 days old. During the late 1800s and early 1900s, rabbis discour-
aged families from erecting monuments for young children, encouraging the 
family to rather invest their resources in the emotional and financial well-be-
ing of the family members who did survive.

Hebrew Charitable Burial Ground

In the century spanning the years 1820 through 1924, an increasingly steady 
flow of Jews made their way to America, culminating in a massive surge of 
immigrants towards the beginning of the twentieth century. Impelled by eco-
nomic hardship, persecution, and the great social and political upheavals of 
the nineteenth century--industrialization, overpopulation, and urbanization-
-millions of Europe's Jews left their towns and villages and embarked on the 
arduous journey to the “Goldena Medina”—the Golden Land of America. 
In the first half of the nineteenth century, Jewish immigrants came mostly, 
though not exclusively, from Central Europe. During this period there was an 
almost hundred-fold increase in America's Jewish population from some 
3,000 in 1820 to as many as 300,000 in 1880. 
Between 1881 and 1924, the migration shifted from Central Europe eastward, Between 1881 and 1924, the migration shifted from Central Europe eastward, 
with over two-and-one-half million East European Jews propelled from their 
native lands by persecution and the lack of economic opportunity. Most of 
those who arrived as part of this huge influx settled in cities where they clus-
tered in districts close to downtowns, joined the working class, spoke Yid-
dish, and built strong networks of cultural, spiritual, voluntary, and social or-
ganizations. This period of immigration came to an end with the passage of 
restrictive laws in 1921 and 1924. Jewish emigration from Eastern Europe to 
the United States never again reached the levels that it did before 1920. 
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